
For more than 31 years Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration has been one of the preeminent ministries
at Saint Rose, thanks to the 250 committed adorers who have signed up to visit the Chapel an hour
or more each week, and to the hundreds who preceded them. While filling the overnight hours has
become a challenge, regulars such as Gary Johnson have come forward to pray with Jesus in the
middle of the night. In Gary’s case, it’s three nighttime hours each week. 

“I started on a Friday morning in 1996, then Bob Houck told me there was a need for a much earlier
hour,” says Gary. “Nine years later he encouraged me to take an another overnight hour. Shortly
thereafter I added another middle of the night shift. I have been doing all three for 14 years.”

When Gary first began in Adoration it proved helpful as he worked on maintaining his sobriety. He
stopped drinking October 13, 1977, thanks to Hazelton outpatient treatment at St. Joseph’s
Hospital. His counselor was Fr. Leo Dolan, brother of parishioner Irene Molitor.

“Every time I go to Adoration I say a rosary thanking God for my 40 years of sobriety,” says Gary. “I
am proud of that accomplishment and for years have done most of my thinking about sobriety in
the Adoration Chapel. To have this Chapel available all day, every day is a real blessing.”

Gary is also an usher at Mass and at funerals, and is a Eucharistic minister.

Gary Johnson

Other things to know about Gary:
· He graduated from Saint Rose School in 1955 and Alexander
Ramsey High School in 1959 and went right to work for the
Great Northern Railroad (later it became the Burlington
Northern Railroad) for 36 years. He spent his last few years
working for the railroad in Fort Worth, Texas, while still
maintaining his membership in Saint Rose. He has belonged to
the parish for 67 years. 
· He married his current wife Kitty in 1992. Gary and his first wife
had four children. 
· For the past 21 years Gary has spent part of the fall picking and
sorting apples for a friend who owns Applecrest Orchards, a
wholesale business located in Long Lake.
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